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DC-3

Like seale gas models? Then swilich e iwia engine joba by

building ihis dli=lneh repllta of the Inmons Deagins (ranspori.

Yy GREGHRY KX

iﬁ; HEN the Douglas [DNZ-3 transgpoer
first made ita appearance in 1935,
few men realized it would be

looked upen 13 years later ax the one air-
plane that contributed more 1o the develop-
ment of aviation than any other. The
DC=3 {Douglas Commercial No. :” luael &
short bal highly seecessiu]l development
period. In 1932 Trans World Alrline
(TWA), then Trunscontinontal snd West-
= Adrlines, approached Donald Deuplns
with specifications for a transport for their
passenyer nml cargo routes. Douglas and
his staff of competent cnginesrs lost no time
in bullding what was knowin as the DC-1,
In July, 1924, the -1 first Aew and proved
so secoessflul the Dowglas firm was con-
tracied o produee 25 medificd DO-1%s
which wore called the DC-2 The DOC-2
broke so many speed records that airlines
throughout the world purchased modified
-&'s, which were colled DC-%a, In 1939
aver B3 per cont of all world alr travel was
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done in DC-3s! Actually, this figure 13 ool
nearly &0 impressive ps one might think
because the total number of DC-3's ot that
tirne did not eocesd S0

Then came the war—and the military
version of the DC-3. The service DO-3,
which was lust designated ns the Army and
the C-47 Skytrain and by the Mavy as the
RAD, contained structursl chonges necos-
gary for better production and to permit
transporiing of anyihing from jeops to jug-
glers (ol the TS0 variety), but still re-
tnined the commoreinl C-3 AP FDee
Lhe C=-41 Skytrain soon proved se verantile
that modified wersions, designated C-48
E"‘Ig. {' 5|-.|. =531 .|'u:|‘i ':-..rl't SI-L}"“HHI_",IF'.'
were built pnd pressed inte service, The
C—48, 4%, 50 snd 51 were executive trans-
ports while the C-53 Skytrooper was fitted
for paralrooper operntions

Appropriately called the “Worklwrse af
AAF" over 1400 military DC-3's were
built and of thewe over 7,000 are still flying
In England {where it is colled the Dalkota ),
Africa, China, Indin, South America—Iin
overy cormer of the earth—war surplus
skyiraing are still Ii:,'mﬂ and, like the {a-
mous Ford “Tin Goose,” they probably will
b |l'\l-ll'l_.' for the next ?'I LTS

0f the many punulaciurineg coneerme
who found & war surplus C=47 would nedd

Mechanrx [llastrated



Immuaum."h‘lf to business and yet could
be purchassd at o fraction of the original
coxl was the n and Rice firm, manu-
fncturers of fine mode] alrpline engines.
The O & Hﬁln:u.-. conapicuously labeled
Dklzzan and Hice [soe phu!n.l]-. wi chiosen
as the prototype for our model and ap=
pr‘upr.i.nln];.' p-uw'llrr.-d with two O E R &
engines, While twin eogine operation in
models may appear difficuli to many model
basllelers, wou’ll find this model very stable
mnd sy (o ﬂ,}'. Furthermore, i one
engine cuts, and this has happened many
times, you can mfely land on the remain-
ing engine,

Twin engine contral line models are not
toeo popular in flyine circles Beeanse most
el bailders don'tespecianlly eare w ndd—
up the eost of twoe power plants. We've been
in that poaition many times but in the case
of this model, we cut building costs by fit-
ting each engine with n Glow Plug, therehy
climinnting the coils, condensers, spark
plug ond batteriva, Cost for the er
plamts, ready-to-run, wans less than Jiaa,

Car O & R DC-3, aside from being casy
o e oves, was n!.l-n dﬁ:lg_nﬁ'j for rough
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operation. The landing gent 18 especially
husky and will transmit the shock of In.nd-
ings evenly throughout the entire strue-
ture. The wing is detachable which

mlnu-u transportition and storie pﬂﬂl--
. AT 3

We don't especially recommend this
model for beginners but il these instrucs
tionz are followed carefully, even o novies
can tum eul n nbee job, l'nrn you siari
collecting the material, it is wise (o obinin
setof full size plans. These msy b e
from the MECHANIX |LLU TED
Plans Service, Faweetl Building, Green-
wich, Connectbrnt, and cost only 30 cenis,
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